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Business Networking in Hispanic Culture 

In today's globalized world, the ability to network effectively across language barriers is 

more important than ever. Spanish is the second most spoken language in the world by 

native speakers and is rapidly becoming essential in various industries. Whether you're 

looking to expand your business, collaborate with partners abroad, or connect with 

customers locally, having a solid grasp of business networking phrases in Spanish will give 

you a significant edge. 

At Cultura Connections LLC, we specialize in helping professionals like you refine your 

business communication skills in Spanish. With over 20 years of experience, we offer 

tailored language services that go beyond the basics and empower you to connect on a 

deeper level with Spanish-speaking colleagues and clients. 

This guide provides some essential phrases and cultural tips to help you make a lasting 

impression at your next networking event or business meeting. By learning these 

expressions and cultural practices, you'll not only be able to introduce yourself with 

confidence, but also engage in conversations that could lead to valuable opportunities. 

Essential Networking Phrases   
Note: The following phrases utilize the more formal “usted” form of address to express “you.” 

Greetings and Introductions 
Hi, I'm [your name]. Nice to meet you.  Hola, soy [su nombre]. Un placer conocerle. 

What’s your name? ¿Cómo se llama? 

I work in [profession/industry]. Trabajo en [profesión/industria]. 

Estoy con [company name].  I’m with [nombre de la empresa]. 

Where are you from?  ¿De dónde es usted? 

Gathering Information 
What do you do?  ¿A qué se dedica? 

What do you work in?  ¿En qué trabaja? 

Where do you work currently?  ¿Dónde trabaja actualmente? 

How did you get into this industry?  ¿Cómo llegó a esta industria? 

What do you like most about your job?  ¿Qué más le gusta de su trabajo? 

How long have you been in [sector/industry]?  ¿Cuánto tiempo lleva en [sector/industria]? 
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Exchanging Information 
How can I contact you?  ¿Cómo puedo contactarle? 

Do you have a business card?  ¿Tiene tarjeta de presentación? 

How do you prefer to be contacted, by email or phone?  ¿Cómo prefiere que le contacte, por 

correo electrónico o teléfono? 

Talking About Your Business 
My company specializes in [area].  Mi empresa se especializa en [área]. 

We offer [type of service].  Ofrecemos servicios de [tipo de servicio]. 

Our clients include [client types/industries].  Nuestros clientes incluyen a [tipos de 

clientes/industrias]. 

We’re looking for collaboration opportunities in…  Estamos buscando oportunidades de 

colaboración en… 

Have you ever worked with a company like ours?  ¿Ha trabajado alguna vez con una 

empresa como la nuestra? 

Discussing Future Collaboration 

I’d love to explore how we might collaborate.  Me encantaría explorar cómo podríamos 

colaborar. 

Do you have any projects we can work on together?  ¿Tiene algún proyecto en el que 

podamos trabajar juntos? 

What are your main goals for this year?  ¿Cuáles son sus objetivos principales para este año? 

It would be great to talk more about a possible partnership.  Sería genial hablar más sobre 

una posible sociedad. 

I’ll send you an email with more details about our services.  Le enviaré un correo con más 

detalles sobre nuestros servicios. 

Follow-Up Phrases 
I’d love to stay in touch.  Me encantaría seguir en contacto. 

Can we schedule a meeting next week?  ¿Podemos agendar una reunión la próxima semana? 

I’ll call you to discuss this opportunity further.  Le llamaré para hablar más sobre esta 

oportunidad. 

We’ll talk soon.  Hablamos pronto. 
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Cultural Considerations for Networking 

Personal Connections Matter 

In many Spanish-speaking cultures, personal relationships are crucial in business settings. 

It’s common to spend time getting to know each other before diving into business 

discussions. Take the time to engage in polite conversation about family, hobbies, or current 

events. Building rapport can go a long way in establishing trust and solidifying professional 

relationships. 

How is your family? ¿Cómo está su familia? 

What do you like to do in your free time? ¿Qué le gusta hacer en su tiempo libre? 

Use Formal Language (Usted) 
It’s important to use the formal “usted” form when meeting someone for the first time, 

especially in professional contexts. This shows respect and professionalism. As 

relationships become more comfortable, the switch to “tú” may happen, but let the other 

person initiate that change.   

Business Cards are Important 

Exchanging business cards is a standard practice in Spanish-speaking business 

environments. Make sure your business card includes your contact information, title, and 

company name, and it may be helpful to have one side of the card in Spanish. It’s a polite 

gesture to carefully examine the card you receive before putting it away, showing respect 

for the person’s role and their organization.  

Time is Flexible 

In many Spanish-speaking countries, time is treated more flexibly than in the U.S. While 

punctuality is still important, don’t be surprised if meetings start a little late or if small talk 

takes up more time at the beginning. Building relationships often takes precedence over 

sticking strictly to the clock.  

Hierarchy and Respect for Authority 

In some Spanish-speaking cultures, there is a greater respect for hierarchy in the workplace. 

When addressing senior leaders or managers, use formal titles such as Señor, Señora, 

Licenciado/a, or Doctor/a, depending on their role or academic background. Being aware of 

these titles and using them appropriately shows respect.  

Good afternoon, Mr. Gómez.  Buenas tardes, Señor Gómez. 

It’s a pleasure to meet you, Dr. Martínez.  Es un placer conocerle, Doctora Martínez. 
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Emphasize Long-Term Relationships 
Networking in Spanish-speaking cultures often involves a long-term approach. Focus on 

building trust over time rather than expecting immediate results. Be consistent, follow up 

after the initial meeting, and continue to cultivate the relationship through emails, phone 

calls, or even in-person visits if possible.  

Politeness and Hospitality 
Politeness is highly valued in most Spanish-speaking cultures. Always greet people with a 

smile and use polite phrases like por favor (please), gracias (thank you), and con permiso 

(excuse me). It’s also common to be offered hospitality in the form of coffee, tea, or food 

during meetings. Accepting these gestures warmly can enhance your relationship.  

Body Language and Personal Space 
Body language can communicate a lot in Spanish-speaking countries. While personal space 

tends to be a bit closer than in North America, you should still pay attention to cues from 

the other person. Handshakes are the most common form of greeting in business settings, 

but in more informal situations, a light kiss on the cheek (or a double kiss in some 

countries) may be customary.  

About Cultura Connections 

Cultura Connections is a language services company dedicated to helping professionals 

and organizations build stronger relationships with Spanish-speaking communities through 

effective communication and cultural understanding. Founded by Michelle Sabala 

Hagerott, who has over 20 years of experience in Spanish language immersion and 

teaching, Cultura Connections offers a range of services including: 

• Language Training: Customized Spanish lessons tailored to your industry, focusing 

on real-life application and conversational fluency. We offer specialized programs in 

Business Spanish, Medical Spanish, and more, designed to meet the specific needs of 

your business or profession. 

• Cultural Consulting: Gain insights into the cultural norms and practices of Spanish-

speaking countries and communities, helping your team navigate cross-cultural 

relationships, negotiations, and everyday interactions with confidence. 

• Professional Workshops: Interactive workshops that provide your team with the 

tools and language skills needed to communicate more effectively with Spanish-

speaking clients and partners, improving productivity and fostering collaboration. 

At Cultura Connections, we believe that language is more than just words—it’s about 

creating meaningful connections that bridge cultures and foster successful partnerships. 

Whether you’re looking to expand into new markets, improve workplace communication, or 

simply enhance your team’s Spanish proficiency, we are here to help you reach your goals. 
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